
Provincetown Cultural Council
260 Commercial Street, Provincetown, MA 02657

PROVINCETOWN AIDS MEMORIAL

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

INTRODUCTION
The Town of Provincetown, acting by and through its Cultural Council (“PCC”) is seeking expressions of interest 
from qualified artists to develop a site-specific Memorial commemorating the lives lost to AIDS in the Town of 
Provincetown, and the Town’s response to the AIDS crisis.  Responses to this request are invited from established 
professional artists and artists’ collaboratives.  The deadline for the submission of expression of interest is May 1, 
2015. Review by the PCC of the responses to this Request for Expressions of Interest will be followed by issuance 
of a formal Request for Proposals (“RFP”) by the Town of Provincetown (the “Town”). The PCC seeks to use 
responses to this Request to assist it and the Town to develop a comprehensive set of evaluation criteria which 
will be incorporated into the RFP and will form the basis upon which the successful artist will be chosen. Re-
sponses will also help the PCC gauge interest from the broader artist community in this project. Submission of a 
response to this Request for Expressions of Interest is not a pre-requisite to submitting a response to the RFP and 
will not be used as a basis upon which to select the successful RFP respondent.

BACKGROUND
The PCC is the Local Cultural Council of the larger Massachusetts Cultural Council Program and is proud to 
administer this project. 

The worldwide epidemic of AIDS has had a grievous effect on the Provincetown community for more than three 
decades. By public vote, the Town has decided to create a Memorial to serve as a permanent, public reminder of 
the lives lost over the years, the community’s achievements in response to the crisis, and the continuing impact 
of AIDS on the community. The PCC is committed to honoring those lost and those still fighting. 

The Memorial will be located at Town Hall on the lawn next to the path leading to the Ryder Street entrance.  
The final, successful Memorial, selected pursuant to the RFP, will become part of the Town of Provincetown’s 
permanent art collection. 

SCOPE OF WORK
The ground space for the site of the Memorial at Town Hall is limited to a base of no larger than 15 x 15 feet, and 
will require the artist to consider the site’s characteristics, including proposed scale and size in the design of the 
Memorial. The artist must create a site-specific, durable, permanent artwork. 



The PCC is interested in receiving responses to this Request from interested and qualified artists with diverse 
backgrounds who are capable of developing, from concept to final execution, a Memorial consistent with this 
request.  Based on the responses received, the PCC will develop an appropriate set of comparative evaluation cri-
teria for incorporation into the RFP.  In doing so, the PCC is interested in soliciting from interested and qualified 
artists, various, innovative, creative and diverse concepts and ideas to help fully inform it and the Town of the 
various options which might be subject of a response to the RFP.  

Responses to this Request through submission of a “Letter of Interest” shall include: i) The strength of past art-
work, including artistic excellence and innovation, appropriateness of previous site-specific work with regard to 
content, scale, form and materials; ii) Considerations of safety and durability of concepts relative to environment, 
theft, weather and vandalism; iii) Concepts developed by artists which reflect the diversity and cultural richness 
of the Town; iv) Incorporation of design elements that demonstrate the unique impact of the AIDS epidemic to 
the Town of Provincetown; and v) Budgetary considerations.

BUDGET
It is anticipated that the budget for this project will be approximately $50,000.

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
This Request for Expression of Interest requires qualified and interested artists to submit:
•	 Resume	(in	print	form,	max.	4	pages).	Please	include	postal	mailing	address,	telephone	number	and	
email address.
•	 3-5	digital	images	of	recent,	relevant	work*	in	a	readily	accessible,	commonly	used	format,	of	previous	
work appropriately identified with a corresponding annotated image list with title, media, dimensions, brief de-
scription	of	the	work	and	project	budget.		Images	should	be	300	dpi	by	1000	pixels	on	the	longest	side.	
•	 1-2	page	Letter	of	Interest	including,	without	limitation,	proposed	concepts	for	the	project	and	a	state-
ment demonstrating interest in the project and experience working with similar projects.
*Artists	should	submit	digital	images	listing	title,	date,	materials	and	dimensions	for	each	work.	Include	a	self-
addressed, stamped envelope for return of submission of material if desired.

REVIEW PROCESS
The RFP is scheduled to be released in 2015. The Town in consultation with the PCC and other representatives 
from other pertinent local groups will evaluate the RFPs. 

SUBMISSION PROCEDURE & DEADLINE
Qualified and interested artists shall submit ten (10) hard copies of all printed materials and one copy of digi-
tal images in a readily accessible, commonly used format, to be mailed or delivered to: Provincetown Cultural 
Council, Provincetown Town Hall, 260 Commercial Street, Provincetown, MA 02657. 

Proposals	must	be	received	by	4:30	PM	on	May	1,	2015.		

Questions may be sent to: ProvincetownCulturalCouncil@gmail.com

This Request for Expressions of Interest is not binding.


